CRUCIFIXION
" Jesus saith unto her, Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended to my Father ; but go to my brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and to my God, and your God."
What could be more clear than his words ? "7 am not ascended to my Father" I am not dead. " But I ascend unto my Father" I am ill and about to die soon. No doubt he felt that after what he had gone through he could not live long. Neither did he desire it. His work was done.
Now as to the narrative of what happened afterwards certain things must be remembered.
The Jews intended to kill Jesus, and thought they had killed him. Did they learn he was alive they would have again arrested him and made sure this time of their work. The Roman government, too, had sentenced Jesus to death, unwillingly, but still it had done so. What it had done it had done. Did Pijate learn Jesus was alive he would have felt bound to carry out his sentence. Moreover, all followers of Jesus would have been in great danger. And this danger would not pass. As long as the Roman power endured, hundreds of years still, there would have been danger to his followers.
Therefore the narrative had to be most carefully written, and all tradition most cautiously worded. Nothing untrue, of course, must be handed on, but the truth must still be hidden in parable and